Let us be strong...

#stripedforlife
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N the last few days there has been huge
turmoil as we, as a nation, and the world
deal with the COVID-19 crisis. In the words
of our President,
Page 2 “Never before in the History of
our Democracy as a country have we been
confronted with such a severe situation.”
We have no idea of the consequences of the virus
and its impact on society. Social distancing,
travel bans and school closures are unique
situations; and unique situations require us to
be strong in our resolve to remain calm and
composed and to do what is right - for ourselves,
our families and our country.
I urge you all to adopt the slower pace of life that
has been enforced on us to reconnect, read a
book, paint, garden or cook.
I will be using the downtime to carefully plan our
Old Girls’ Day 2020 which is taking place on
Saturday, 1 August. I am hopeful that the impact
of travel bans and restrictions of meeting sizes
(limited to 100) will be lifted, as last year we had
close to 200 Old Girls attending this event and
this year we are hoping to have another amazing
turnout.
While we welcome our reunion years, I remind
you that you are all welcome to attend. It is
always a special day which provides numerous
opportunities to reconnect with old friends and
to rekindle memories of time spent at this
remarkable school.
I will also use this downtime to focus on our
annual Foundation Dinner which has become a
well attended event on the St Mary's social
calendar. This event will be held in late August
or early September and, as with, the Old Girls‘
Day, will obviously only go ahead if the
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restrictions currently in place because of
COVID-19 have been lifted.
Attended by both Old Girls, current parents and
friends of St Mary's, this glamorous evening
of dancing and delicious food provides the
opportunity to raise funds for girls who are not
financially able to attend St Mary's.
The way in which St Mary's has dealt with the
COVID-19 crisis is another reminder of the
outstanding leadership of this school. While
school is closed, in line with national requirements, plans are being made to allow for online
teaching should this be necessary in the future.
The leadership and staff of this school are
relentless in their efforts to ensure that
they continue to mould inspired girls into
remarkable women, irrespective of the
challenges that exist currently. They are also,
very importantly, equipping the girls with these
important values.

MOMS & DAUGHTERS
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2020 NATIONAL OLD GIRL
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Our School Motto Service before Self, God before
All, seems more relevant now than ever before.
Let us, as Saints’ Old Girls, echo the approach
taken by our school. Let us continue to be
Remarkable Women, irrespective of the
challenges COVID-19 creates for us all.
We are so excited to share with you our 2020
National and International Old Girl in this issue.
What remarkable women, enjoy the read!
Stay safe and take care.

2020 INTERNATIONAL
OLD GIRL
Page 4

Kind regards

Bianca

Bianca Livesey nee Crouse (1995)
Chairperson of the St Mary‘s Old Girls’ Guild

OLD GIRL NEWS
Throughout

A few of the 2020 Old Girls’ Guild Committee at their Get Together in February
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OLD GIRLS: MOMS &

Daughters

Another year and another special group of girls join St Mary’s while their Moms get to enjoy another generation of Saints life

Sarah Power-Wilson nee Tuttle
(1988) and Jenna (Grade 11)

Megan Hamann nee Moxham (2004)
and Olivia (Grade R)

Jodi de Beer nee Gibson (2004)
and Emily (Grade R)

Tarryn Essery nee Arde (2001)
and Farrah-Leigh (Grade R)

Carryn van Zyl nee Penhall (1999)
and Cara (Grade R)

Jenna Bailey nee Schou (2000)
with daughter, Emma (Grade R)

Kate Litzell nee Mysell (1993)
and Isabella (Grade R)

Kate Brown nee Theunissen (2002) and daughter Rachel (Grade R)
as well as Joan Lambert nee Beningﬁeld (1955), Great Granny to Rachel!
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Lerato Motsamai

1993

2020 NATIONAL OLD GIRL

F

OLLOWING a rewarding 15 year corporate career in the
petrochemical industry, Lerato founded Petrolink in 2012, a
South African manufacturer of high grade lubricants, oils,
greases and specialty chemicals. Named by IOL Business
Report in 2017 as one of the names to watch in the energy sector and
by the 2018 Financial Mail Women as "a driving force in the energy
sector," Lerato is passionate about the Oil & Gas industry which she
has been serving for the past 21 years.
Lerato is a 2018 Fortune 500 US Department of State Global Women
Partnering Alumni; a 2018 ABinBev SAB Lerumo Women in Manufacturing graduate and a 2018 Inspiring Fifty SA winner, an award for
women working in STEM fields and presented by the Netherlands
Embassy in South Africa. In 2016, Lerato was in the Top 3 of the
SABS Transnet Moving Ideas programme. She was also presented
with an award from the South African Bureau of Standards Design
Institute in 2017.

“I have a deep appreciation for this great
honour and award. God does truly redeem and
restores us all, when we are obedient to trust
His processing. I'm really out of words…”

Photo credit: Sunjohn Production

In 2014, during a very trying time in her business,
Lerato was motivated to found Girl Ignite Africa
Academy (GIA), and the following year added the
3 day annual GirlIgnite Africa Summit.
Attesting to her activism for women’s economic advancement, this Christian faith-based programme was created for
girls and includes Entrepreneurship, Maths and Lifestyle &
Wellness as core modules in 2014. Held weekly in a safe
space, GIA and has touched over 3000 girls’ lives since its
inception. Visit www.girlignite.org to learn more.
Lerato is a mother, an ambassador and minister of the Gospel
of Jesus Christ, an industry speaker and panellist, a Guidepoint Global Advisor, and a solar energy entrepreneur. She is
a member of the Graca Machel Trust's Women Advancing
Africa Forum and sits on their Mineral Resources and Energy
Steering Committee. She was Chosen as a SPARK International 2015 Changemaker with her efforts in the economic
advancement of girls and women.

“women do not just
build businesses, they build nations.”

Lerato lives by her belief that

Congratulations Lerato, you really are a remarkable and
inspiring woman!

Lerato with Jennifer Bullock, the US Mission in
South Africa Public Affairs Ofﬁcer

Please put forward your nominations for inspiring Old Girls. We wish to recognise
special achievements of our girls across the years and oceans and we would love to hear
from you. Please contact Lauren on lrapson@stmarysdsg.co.za
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2020 INTERNATIONAL OLD GIRL

Tammy Fry Kelly
T

1998

AMMY has worked in the family business since her school days. Once matriculated, Tammy joined
the Fry’s Family Foods Co, a plant-based/vegan food company on a full time basis whilst studying
her Bachelor’s Degree in Marketing & Economics through UNISA and, later, Plant Based Nutrition
at Cornell University in New York.
Living in Queensland, Australia with her husband Richard and two sons, Tammy is the
International Marketing Director for Fry’s. She is a food blogger (www.seed-blog.com) and has
represented the plant-based movement on many radio and TV channels in SA.
Veganism is the fastest growing food movement; it’s more than just a trend and women are
leading the charge! Tammy, who has been vegetarian since birth, founded Meat Free Mondays
in South Africa and has been named Top 8 Women Changing the World through food. She is an
Ambassador for Veganuary and will be publishing a book with Penguin in 2021.
Fry’s Family Foods has recently joined forces with The LIVEKINDLY Co to become the world’s
largest plant-based food company, the inaugural launch taking place in New York in March.
Tammy has taken up the role of Marketing & Communications Director over and above her
role at Fry’s.
Tammy is also an expert in Karate and was a member of the South African
Senior team member for ten years. Stepping back to focus on her children
and moving to Australia in 2013, Tammy started competing again in 2016
and placed 1st in Queensland, Australia and in 2017 placed 1st in the
Australian Open in the Women’s Veteran Category, both in Kata (a form
of karate). Her passion for self defence and her passion for teaching led
her to develop the “Tough Love Programme” in Australia to generate
funds to teach similar self-defence courses to female victims of
violence in South Africa.
With so many successes, Tammy has seen others recognise the part
veganism has played and has seen some of them move to a vegan
diet. Influencing positively is a big part of her objectives.
“It is an absolute honour and surprise to have been nominated and
chosen as the St Mary’s International Award winner, especially
knowing the calibre of girls that leave St Marys DSG and the wide
range of phenomenal accolades achieved by Old Girls,” says Tammy.
“If there is one thing I have learned after leaving school, it is that
happiness and success can be found when you find your true north,
your purpose and follow your passion with absolute determination.
I know what my purpose is, and I live it every day, with pride and
honour. I want to inspire change in the world, I want to see more
compassion for all living things and I want Mother Earth to heal and
recover. St Mary’s taught me “Service before Self” – in these times,
the world needs female leaders to live and share this mantra.”

“I want to inspire change in the world,
I want to see more compassion for all
living things and I want Mother Earth to
heal and recover. St Mary’s taught me
“Service before Self” – in these times, the
world needs female leaders to live and
share this mantra.”

.
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Caitlin Killian nee Gibson (1999)

was selected as a finalist in the prestigious Henry
Jones Art Prize competition in Australia for 2019.
Australia’s first Art Hotel, The Henry Jones, is well
known in the country and has had close ties to
Tasmanian art since it opened in 2004. The competition is open only to Tasmanian emerging or
early-career artists and, this year, 67 finalists were
chosen from a strong field of over 120 submissions.

Caitlin was able to showcase her work in the exhibition for the prize and the
panel of judges were highly impressed by the calibre and diversity of work.
Beautiful!
Caitlin invites you to follow her on Instagram @caitlingibson82

OLD GIRLS’
DAY

1 AUGUST

Venue: St Mary’s DSG Kloof
Time: 09:30 to 14:00
Chapel Service at 09:30
Photographs
Lunch (no cost)
Please RSVP to Lauren on
lrapson stmarysdsg.co.za
or 031 764 9803

Tours at 08:00 & 14:00.
Memorabilia on sale

Congratulations to

Verlie Oosthuizen

(1997) for being recognised as the Sexual
Harassment Lawyer of the Year in 2019.

Each year, The Lawyer Monthly Legal Awards
recognises firms, individual lawyers, solicitors
and barristers around the globe who have
dedicated their resources to innovation, built on
their depth of expertise, and performed
outstandingly over the year.
.
A Partner at Shepstone & Wylie Attorneys,
Verlie heads up the Social Media Law Team.
Close to her heart and vital work is addressing
schools and universities, enlightening younger
audiences about the unrealised dangers
surrounding today’s “social” technology. We
have been fortunate enough to have had Verlie
chat to the girls here at St Mary’s on important
social media issues.
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Nicole Taylor nee de Witt (2003)

Congratulations to
for completing her second “8 Mile” at the 2020 Midmar Mile on 8 and
9 February. This challenge at the event entails swimming all 8 miles
and raising a minimum of R12000 for their chosen charity. This year
Nicole swam for CHOC (Childhood Cancer Foundation), having
swum for CANSA in 2019.
With less than desirable weather causing massive waves and tough
conditions on the Sunday, it’s certainly a fantastic achievement.
Well done, Nicole!

Jeanne Wilson nee Middlebrook (2001)
and husband, Neill welcomed their first child,
Trent Dennis in July 2019

Kerry Weare nee Fenner (2005)

and Simon were
married at Bona Terra Café in Assagay on 14 September 2019. It was
chilly, but with all the fires and heaters going, and friends and family
from all over the world, it was a very special day. All Kerry’s brides-

Megan Rout
(2005), sister Kirsty Dixon nee Fenner (2006),
Kerry, Megan Drake nee Houghton and Steph
Denison nee Williams (all 2005)
maids were St Mary's Old Girls from left to right:

“We all started at St Marys in Class 1 (or Grade 1) and were there
throughout until Matric! We have been friends for so many years
now, it was so special to have them all standing by my side.” said
Kerry, “My wedding dress was also made by Old Girl -

Stewart nee Chaplin (2012)

Britney

. Her company is called
Brit & Bride and she is so talented, it was amazing to work with her.”

Samantha van der Riet nee Scott (2006)
and husband, Byron welcomed their first child,
Lillian Victoria on 31 October 2019.
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Dr Lara Pienaar nee
Kotze (2004) and husband
Hannes, welcomed their
second child, Lily on
1 December 2019.
Big brother SJ is very
enamoured with his
baby sister!

Congratulations to Michelle

Di Marco nee

Bonnet (1983) for becoming part of the 2020 South
African Womens’ Masters Hockey Team.
This team (Masters 50s) will take part in the World
Masters Hockey World Cup in Cape Town in September.
Wishing you all the best, Michelle!

By supporting the St Mary’s Foundation Trust, you make an
invaluable difference to the lives of girls still to walk our
school corridors and ensure the sustainability of our
school legacy.
Every donation, regardless of the amount, is warmly
welcomed and appreciated. A small monthly donation
collectively can have a big impact – for R100/ R200 per
month you can make a difference.

2020 Old Girl Connect Chapters

Save the Date & see you there!
Postponed
Postponed
21 April:
6 May:
7 May:
9 June:
25 June:
27 June:

Cape: Stellenbosch (Date to be advised)
Cape: Cape Town (Date to be advised)

KZN: Ballito
Gauteng: Westcliff
Gauteng: Pretoria
KZN: Hillcrest
UK: London central (evening)
UK: London surrounds (daytime)

Please contact Bronwyn Cawood,
bcawood@stmarysdsg.co.za for
further info and to confirm event

Payment can be
made by setting up
your own monthly
EFT, signing up for
a debit order or
scanning
the
Zapper code and
choosing
the
monthly recurring
payments.
We currently have
Old Girls, parents
and staff donating
to the fund this way.
Sign up today!
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Kelsey Hills (2015), a medical student at Wits University

took part in (and completed!) the Wits Kilimanjaro summit at the end
of 2018.
Vice President of the Students’ Surgical Society at Wits, Kelsey
played an integral part in ensuring this summit’s success which was
organised to raise funds for the Smile Foundation. The South African
NPO assists children with any type of treatable facial abnormality
such as cleft lip and palate, burn victims and other conditions, to
receive corrective plastic and reconstructive surgery within the
country.
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Darylle Ziady (2005) married Aleksander
Troskolanski on 10 August 2019 at the Mariannhill
Monastery Church with their reception at La Trattoria in
Southbroom. A professional Architect at Sphere Design and
Achitecture, Darylle met fellow architect, Aleksander in her
first year of Architecture School in 2006

“The Wits Students Surgical Society’s Smile week was held at
Charlotte Maxeke Johannesburg Academic Hospital in October of
this year (2019)” says Kelsey, “and all funds raised by our team
throughout our Kilimanjaro challenge were used towards 15 operations on various children in need of facial reconstructive surgery.”
Click on the link to watch a heart warming video link is courtesy of
SABC News, and also features Kelsey: https://youtu.be/2_f1pdt-Wi8
Inspirational!

Tanya Balogh-Rimell
(2010) and Laszlo were
married on 9 November 2019
at Crystal Barn Estate in
Nottingham Road.
Laszlo is Hungarian and the
couple met on the cruise
ships where they both work.
“We planned this wedding for
two years and it was
everything we dreamed of,
said Tanya.
“A forest wedding with all
our overseas friends and
family.” The two are due to
have a baby boy very soon,
congratulations on this
exciting news.

Kelly Parkhurst (2003) welcomed
Taylor Ella on 26 September. Taylor’s big brother,
Jack has taken to brotherhood very well!
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We received this photo of a recent get-together of
some past teachers from Senior and Junior Primary.
Such remarkable bonds formed at St Mary's...
Who of you remember these special faces?
Front: Shelley

Leisegang, Sandy Burke,
Mandy Krige, Judy Ambrose and Terri
Wooldridge (Mrs Frostick to some). Back:
Carolyn Cuthbertson (Mrs Woolley to some),
Ilse Mitchell, Linda Crouse,
Leigh-Ann Barford, Susan De
Andrade nee Warner (1979) and
Anne Shimwell

OBITUARY

Ann Hinchliff nee Saunders (1946)
11/07/1929 - 08/11/2019

Edited words from daughter, Gillian Stafford
“Mom was born on 11 July 1929 in her grandparents’ home, Pumula
on the Embankment of Durban. She was the first child and only
daughter of Gero and Celia Saunders, her brothers were Walter, Noel
and Renault. Ann (Mom) was a very loving big sister and always
interested in, and concerned for, her siblings. She was christened
Jean Ann – however it was common practice in those days to be
named after your grandparent/s and then known by your middle
name. She was called Ann or Annie by her friends, and Dad called her
Annabel.
Mom did well at school. She was very clever and also a very keen and
active sportswoman: she played Tennis and Hockey, possibly Netball.
She attended junior school at Durban Girls‘ College and then joined
St Mary's when they moved up to Kloof (matriculating in 1946). It was
still a very small Church school then. She loved attending the annual
reunions (Old Girls’ Days) and the lady in charge of their historical
archives (Vicki Marnoch nee Wheelwright, 1970) was so pleased that
Mom was able to name all the girls in various group photographs that
had remained anonymous for so many years.
Mom had a phenomenal memory. Ironic given that at the end of her
life she was to develop Alzheimers-Dementia. She was known for her
astonishing memory for past pupils’
birthdays and all sorts of other
details.
After finishing school Mom
was attending secretarial
school when her beloved
uncle offered to pay for her
varsity fees. She attended
Pietermaritzburg University
where she met Dad (although
their
relationship
only
blossomed many years later
when they met again in
Richmond where both were
teaching). Mom got a distinction in Geography at University (in those days it was rare to
be awarded such a high mark).

She played lots of sport,
attended balls, had a lot of fun
(she once told me her varsity
days were amongst the happiest of her life). She was a Rag
Princess (in those days I think it
was called the Azalea Queen
and Princesses) and she also
played Hockey for Natal.
Mom was a working mother. She
was passionate about teaching and
Ann, bottom left, in the
loved her job. Her first teaching
St Mary’s Tennis Team in 1946
post was in Matubatuba in
Zululand. She also taught at The Wykeham Collegiate in Pietermaritzburg for a bit and then in Richmond and Kokstad High where
she taught History and Geography and coached Hockey.
After their marriage in December 1955, Mom and Dad went to live in
Mfundisweni on the Mission in the Eastern Cape where Granny
Hinchliff stayed. Dad taught at the teacher’s training college there
that had been run by his father. Mark was born during that time and
another son, Fletcher, (who sadly died at 20 days due to a heart
defect). Justin was born in Kokstad, then came Joanne and Gillian.
After many years of teaching Mom finally retired. Shortly after Dad’s
death in August 2003, Mom’s eyesight deteriorated very severely and
she was diagnosed with Macular Degeneration. So began a very
difficult part of Mom’s life. She had to give up her home and pets, stop
driving and down-size to Mount Currie cottages, where she mercifully
had a very full and happy social life. She looked after her little garden
with great enthusiasm.
She was definitely someone you wanted on your side when doing
quizzes or playing Trivial Pursuit. Her general knowledge was
outstanding. She also enjoyed doing crosswords.
In July 2014 she left Kokstad, which had been her home for nearly 60
years. We are so grateful for the Lord’s provision of a home for her at
Pinetown Nursing Home. The care she received was loving,
compassionate and kind. Mom was allowed her dignity to the end.”

