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It is hard to believe that
the end of my first year as
Page 2Chair of the Old Girls has almost
come to an end.
What an incredible year it has been!
I have been inspired by so many of the St Mary’s
Old Girls whom I have had the great privilege of
meeting during the course of the year - whether
it be at the Old Girls’ Day, Golden Old Girls‘ Tea,
the Matric Leavers’ Sushi and Mocktails
Evening, Awards Evening and during the August
Women’s Month Celebrations.

incredible things. We would love for you to be in
touch so that we can create an even stronger
network of Old Girls. One which allows us to
share ideas and stories in a world in which real
connection is being lost. A networking facility
REMARKABLE
WOMEN in today‘s world. My
which is so necessary
Saint’s
Old Girls
dream amazing
is a network
which is passionate about
Throughout
newsletter
ensuring the
legacy of our remarkable school
and giving girls, who are not as privileged as we
were, the chance to walk the corridors of our
school by supporting the St Mary’s Foundation
Trust. Please send your stories and news to
Lauren Rapson (details on right).
It would be remiss of me not to thank the very
reliable group of Old Girls who have offered their
support this year. It is really appreciated.
Wishing you and your family a wonderful
Christmas holiday.

The latter three events both involve Old Girls
coming to interact and share their remarkable
stories with the current girls of St Mary’s. Of one
thing I am sure, St Mary’s produces Remarkable
Women!

Bianca

The St Mary’s Old Girls’ network is filled with a
variety of different women who have done many

Bianca Livesey nee Crouse (1995) &
St Mary‘s Old Girls’ Guild Chairlady
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MATRIC LEAVERS’ EVE
Page 5

Kind regards

GOLDEN OLD GIRLS’ TEA

St Mary’s DSG, Kloof
09:30 to 14:00
Chapel Service at 09:30
Photographs
Lunch (no cost)
Please RSVP to Lauren
on lrapson stmarysdsg.co.za
or 031 764 9803

OLD GIRLS’ DAY 2019
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Please join our
Old Girls’ Facebook
Group:

OLD GIRLS’
DAY

St Mary’s DSG Kloof Old Girls

1 AUGUST

Memorabilia on sale
Tours at 08:00 & 14:00

To send news or to
update your details
please contact
Lauren on
lrapson@stmarysdsg.co.za
We wish you all a blessed
and safe Christmas and
fabulous 2020 !
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Foundation
Trust Dinner
N elegant evening of fine dining and fun was recently enjoyed by guests
who attended the St Mary’s Foundation Trust fundraiser at the
magnificent Barker Manor in Kloof.

Sponsored by Whispering Waters, The Foundation Trust Dinner was about
making a difference. It was about raising funds towards bursaries for deserving girls who would otherwise not have the opportunity of gaining a world class
education and being able to walk the corridors of the remarkable school that
is St Mary’s.
In addition, 10% of all money raised was donated to the Inanda Soup Kitchen
(Hope in Motion) which was established and is run by Robyn O’Donovan nee
Polkinghorne (1995).
Guests enjoyed bubbly and canapés, along with a sumptuous dinner and an
array of desserts. Vibrant entertainment by Don Seagreen kept the crowds
returning to the dancefloor, and they were spoilt for choice with the fantastic
items to choose from and bid on in the Silent Auctions and the Surprise
Envelopes. This ensured that no tables were left without a treat.
A huge thank you to the generous sponsors and present and past parents for
the numerous prizes that were donated.
Thank you to the number of remarkable St Mary’s Old Girls who attended the
event and so generously offered their skills in order to raise money.
Bianca Livesey, Chairlady of the St Mary’s Old Girls’ Guild said, “Thank you for
demonstrating that we as a group of ordinary people have the collective ability
to do something extra-ordinary: to change the life of a young girl and give them
the opportunity of education.”

Jonathan Manley, Bianca Livesey (Chairlady of the Guild of
St Mary’s Old Girls) Bronwyn Cawood and Robyn Sandy with
sponsors, Shaun and Nikki Lamont (Whispering Waters)
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Special Old Girls; Wendy McHardy nee Deal, Patricia Meyer
nee McLeod and Hazel Bramley nee Mitchell,
celebrating their 65 year reunion!

2019 Old Girls’ Day
I

T was a vibrant and fantastic turnout for the 2019 St Mary’s
Old Girls’ Day held on Saturday, 3 August. From the Class
of 2012 all the way to 1954, we welcomed back reunion
groups and a number of ladies who travelled from overseas.
It was one of the biggest events yet in terms of attendance and it
was very special to see the reminiscing, laughter and heartfelt
connections on the day! We also livestreamed the Chapel service
for the first time for those abroad or unable to attend.
Thanks to all those who were able to join, as well as the many
teams involved in making this Old Girls’ Day a success and
certainly one to remember!

Right: 1994 - 25 year reunion.
Below: 2009 - 10 year reunion
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Top: A lovely turnout for the 20 year reunion Class of 1999
Left: Ladies of 1979 - 40 year reunion
Below Left: Class of 1964 - 55 year reunion
Below: Ladies of 1969 - 50 year reunion
Bottom: Class of 1989 - 30 year reunion

SAVE THE DATE! 1 August is 2020 Old Girls’ Day!
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Matric Leavers’ Mocktail Evening
O

N Thursday, 12 September the St Mary’s Class of 2019
wrapped up their Trial exams with a treat from the Old Girls’
Guild. As a welcome to the Guild, a panel of Old Girls was
invited to chat to the Matrics about their own lives and experiences
since leaving St Mary’s.
The panel included Yolanda Miya nee Majozi (1997), MD Finance
Solutions of Deutsche Bank, local businesswomen and entrepreneurs, Julia James nee Westbrook and Roxy Message nee Shea
(2003) of SAINT&SUMMER, and Bongiwe Beja (2004) the Youth Stream
Manager at Youth Employment Service, appointed by Cyril
Ramaphosa, current President of South Africa.
Whilst their stories were diverse, the message shared by all was to
embrace the honour of the incredible education that St Mary’s gave
them. They all urged the Grade 12s to take the time to go abroad,
whether for work or study, to gain the invaluable life experiences that
other countries and cultures teach. They touched on the highs, lows
and curveballs that life will throw at the girls and how their faith,
values and beliefs began at St Mary’s.
The Matrics then enjoyed mocktails and sushi and an array of snacks,
while also having a chance to chat to the speakers.
We thank our Old Girls for making the effort to join us and inspiring
our Matrics at this special event.

Read more about our
speakers on the
following page, and visit our
Facebook Page: St Mary's
DSG, Kloof Old Girls for all
photos

Top: Old Girl Speakers with
some of the 2019 Matrics
Left: Old Girl Mom,
Anita Duckitt nee
MacNaught (1986) and
Daughter, Siobhan

.
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Julia James nee
Westbrook & Roxann
Message nee Shea (2003)
Roxann and Julia matriculated from
St Mary’s in 2003, and their friendship from
Grade 8 (then Std 6) continues to flourish.
Born and bred Durbanites, Roxy and Julia
now enjoy being able to raise their little
families close to each other and founded
what has grown into a trendy footwear
business, SAINT&SUMMER, which they
began five years ago.
Julia moved to Australia after Matric to
study Public Relations. Once back
home, she studied Graphic Design. She
met her husband, Springbok rugby
player, Butch, in 2003 and in 2007 they
moved to England, settling in the
beautiful town of Bath. Enjoying
the time travelling they were
ready to return home after four
years. They enjoyed two years
in Johannesburg before
returning to Durban in 2012,
expecting their first son
and happy to be back where
it all began. Now mom of two
boys, Julia is all about inspiration; finding it, being it and
bringing it.
After school, Roxy completed her BBA
Business Management degree through
UNISA while working in Dubai. She then
spent some time in recruitment in the UK
before returning to South Africa. By 2011,
Roxy’s entrepreneurial passion led her to
open her own swimwear business, Roxstar
Bikinis. At 26, she had achieved her lifelong
dream of owning her own business. This
gave her valuable experience in the industry
which has served them both well when
SAINT&SUMMER took off five years ago.
Roxy and husband, Chad, had a very difficult
road to parenthood. In 2016, however, they
were blessed with their six month old adopted daughter and, in 2018, their three week
old adopted son to complete their family.
“When we first started our business we were
besties. Today, we’re still besties. Tighter
than ever, more mature – in a good, un-wrinkled way - and we’re steaming ahead on this
adventure of ours.” they say. “We’re blessed
that every single day we get to live our
brand. Every day is about searching for
something new. From inspiration on the
streets, in the high-end magazines and the
runways of the world. From our friends,
their friends, and all the awesomeness that
our multi-cultured country provides. We love
what we do.”

Yolanda Miya nee Majozi (1997)
Matriculating as Deputy Head Girl in 1997, Yolanda is the Managing Director of
Financing & Solutions Group (FSG) at Deutsche Bank. She joined Deutsche Bank in 2002
after graduating from UCT with a Bachelor of Business Science Degree, Finance Honours.
Her career at the bank spans over 17 years, where she began as a top 5 rated Financial
Mail equity analyst covering Financial Services.
In 2016, Yolanda was part of defining experience whereby she joined (then) Finance
Minister, Pravin Gordhan on an international non-deal roadshow by the National Treasury
of South Africa when the country faced the risk of being downgraded to junk status.
Yolanda is the first female MD in the South African arm of the multinational bank and sits
on various professional forums and boards within the finance industry. She accepts she is
the first, but will not accept that she will be the last and is passionate about female leadership. Yolanda sees it as part of her responsibility to bridge the gap in the shortage of senior
female corporate roles, as well as tackling equal pay in the finance industry.
“To be socially impactful doesn’t necessarily mean it has to be
philanthropic work,” she told the Matrics. “Use what skills and
experience you have gained to give back.”
Mom to a nine year old son and seven year old daughter,
Yolanda has learnt that time is finite, and what she can and
cannot manage in a day. It is learning the balance of
parenting and Yolanda is not afraid to ask for help from
those close to her. Whilst she thrives on the challenges
and demands of her job, Yolanda makes a point to take
time off when her children are on holiday to keep her
focussed.

Bongiwe Beja (2004)
Bongiwe has her BCom in Economics and Finance and a
BCom Honours in Financial Analysis and Portfolio Management from the University of Cape Town (UCT). Having spent eight
years in Asset Management, Bongiwe decided to venture into the field of Development
Finance. Her true passion has always been to unlock the growth in her community,
country and continent. Bongiwe is also the Curator of the Cape Town Hub of the Global
Shapers Community, an initiative of the World Economic Forum (WEF) which she has
been involved with since 2016, and that has allowed her to visit Geneva, Switzerland and
the Founder and Chairman of the WEF, Prof Klaus Schwab.
In January 2019 Bongiwe joined the Youth Employment Service (YES) an initiative
launched by President Ramaphosa to curb youth unemployment in the country. YES is a
business-led collaboration with government, labour and civil society to create first-time
work experiences for South Africa’s unemployed black youth. Empowered, productive
young people are given an opportunity to uplift themselves and contribute to shaping the
country’s social and economic future. Bongiwe is an Executive Committee Member and
the Business Development Lead. In March, Bongiwe was also named one of the Most
Influential Young South Africans for 2018 and overall category winner for Personal
Development and Academia!
“A piece of my heart is in St Mary’s,” said Bongiwe. “My faith was born here and the
sense of knowing that, through God, I can do all things. While my parents never got to
see me drum at school, I received such love from the St Mary’s family.”
.
St Mary’s was also where Bongiwe learnt how to dig deep and to handle the trials and
tribulations that life dishes out. The struggles in her life have helped her realise that her
academics and career are worth pouring her effort into and, in 2018, she completed her
MCom Degree (cum laude) in Development Finance at the UCT Graduate School of
Business. She is looking forward to getting married to her partner, Mseki Ntsiko in 2020.
Bongiwe is so passionate about the development of the continent and squarely confronts
herself and her generation with a challenge to “Be the ones to see Africa developed.”
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Golden Old Girls’ Tea

O

On Tuesday, 29 October
The Guild of St Mary’s Old
Girls hosted a special tea
for our local “Golden”
Old Girls at St Mary’s.
The first occasion at the
newly located Archives
building, Old Girls from
the 1940s through to
the early ’70s, as well as
special Honorary Old Girls,
were treated to delicious eats and tea.

The rain held off enough for the Junior Primary Choir Girls to
delight the group with an animated programme of songs, the
favourite of which was the School Song which had young and old
Saints girls singing along. Old photos were brought out and
enjoyed and the ladies were able to view the bright, new Archives
room with the dedicated Archives team.
Two of the attending Old Girls received a surprise hug from their
granddaughters, Tay, in Grade 3, singing in the choir, as well as
Old Girl, Tayla Bird, who will also teach Grade R in 2020 at
St Mary’s.
A morning of special memories being rekindled and made.

It is almost unbelievable
to see what is possible
with sugar! Well done to

Susan Diana
Edgcumbe nee Cullen
(1970), who’s magnolia won

her first place in September at
the Witness Garden Show in
Pietermaritzburg. She also
received a First and Gold for her
Aloe/ Rockrose submission in
the Masterclass of the
National Four Seasons
Sugar Extravaganza Cake Show which
takes place every six years. Di was also a
guest demonstrator at the event held in
Pretoria, where she created a life sized
strelitzia bloom.
“Great chunks of my life go into these
crazy things I make from sugar paste,
but I love working on them,” says Di.
“God blessed me with a keen eye for
nature, and nimble fingers. And lots of
patience!!”
Together with her friend and colleague
from the School of Contemporary Cake
Design, Dawn Booth, they have also
published a book “Christmas in the Mouse
House” which features Di’s sugarcraft
creations.

.
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Lindiwe Mazibuko (1997)

had the opportunity to sit down with Her Royal Highness, The Duchess of
Sussex and a small group of "change-making" South
African women during their September visit. The ladies
discussed the state of women's rights in South Africa as
well as the issue of global inequality. Lindiwe is the
co-founder and Executive Director of Apolitical Academy, a
movement to support the next generation of ethical public
leaders.

The St Mary’s Annual High School Speech Awards Evening was held on 11 October
and recognised and celebrated the achievements of the High School girls and
their diligence and hard work. It was very special to have this year’s Guests of
Honour being our 2019 National and International Old Girls,
- who travelled from
Queensland, Australia and
based in Gauteng.

Dr Deborah Thomson Lees (1990)
Vumile Msweli (2003)

As stated on The Royal Sussex Instagram page, "In sitting
down with these forward thinkers, it was abundantly clear
- it is not enough to simply hope for a better future; the only
way forward is “hope in action.” I’m eager to spend the next
few days in South Africa continuing to learn, listen and
absorb the resilience and optimism I’ve felt here." - Her
Royal Highness, The Duchess of Sussex.

Having both received scholarships to attend St Mary’s, Deb and Vumi spoke from
the heart and remembered with fondness their time at school and what a
nurturing and inspirational institution St Mary's was and still is. Both ladies
acknowledged what a gift their education at St Mary’s has been in their lives and
their poignant words and funny school stories spoke volumes to the girls, staff
and parents, who were entertained and inspired by these two remarkable women.

Bongiwe Beja (2004)

Thank you again ladies, for taking the time and making the effort to join us for this
special occasion.

was also able to meet
Prince Harry, Duke of Sussex and Meghan, Duchess of
Sussex during their visit to the Youth Employment Service
(YES) Kago Hub in Tembisa. The royals were shown some
of the innovative work being done by YES and its
implementation partners, and were exposed to the diverse
range of business activities and educational initiatives
currently taking place.

We are calling for nomination(s) for the 2020 International and National Old
Girls’ Awards! Please share with us any Old Girl who you believe has achieved
outstanding success in any field of endeavour, professionally, culturally, in
sport or the humanities. The chosen candidate’s achievements should be
world class (either based nationally or internationally).
Please send your nominations to lrapson@stmarysdsg.co.za

Picture credit:
ZwemZa

Erin Gallagher (2016) was announced “Best Female Athlete of the African
Games” at the ANOC Awards which were held in Doha, Qatar on Friday, 18 October.
.

At the African Games in August, Erin won a total of 10 medals, swimming for TeamSA:
three individual gold medals in 50 and 100m freestyle and 50m backstroke and two silvers
and five gold medals in the mixed relays. Rounding off her outstanding performance, Erin
set South African records in the 50m butterfly and the 50m freestyle and became the first
South African woman to dip below 25 seconds in the 50m freestyle with a time of 24.95.
Congratulations on further incredible achievements as you continue to make waves for
TeamSA, Erin! We will be rooting for you at the 2020 Olympics!
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Athena Strauss (2012)
Matriculating as Dux in 2012, Athena graduated with
her Bachelor of Engineering in Chemical Engineering
at Stellenbosch in 2016 and is completing her MSc
from the University of Cape Town this year, with a
major specialisation in Bioprocess Engineering and
Biotechnology.
“As a young, ambitious and goal-driven South African, I
believe that we all have a role to play in shaping our
local communities,” says Athena. “This can be
achieved through the balance of acting via our own
skills, as well as through skill development.”
During her tenure at UCT, as well as aiding lecturers as
a teaching assistant, Athena has focused on sustainable end-processing techniques used to recycle
electronic and electric equipment waste. Through this,
she has effectively learned how to navigate through the
technical and social aspects of this problem to design
a solution that fulfills the true need.

at the conference and the video was presented at the
Next Generation Resources Conference. This led to her
meeting and presenting in person to the members of
Australia's CSIRO. Convincing them that the work was
worth pursuing, a project partnership between UCT
and CSIRO was established to continue further work in
this field.
“Innovation in this form (sustainable progress) is a
balance of art and engineering; as art embodies the
human spirit and engineering is the vehicle to
realise our global sustainable development goals,”
says Athena. “It is vital, if we are to move forward
in all manners of society, that the scientificcentric nature of technology be bound with
the human-centric motivation driving the
innovation.”

Click www.shorturl.at/KPSX6 to view Athena’s video
submission for The University of Queensland's
Sustainable Mineral Institute Conference: Next Generation Resources 2019. This video explores her MSc
project and how it relates to sustainable mining and
creation of a circular economy. She has also recently
presented this at the Australian Centre for Science,
Innovation and Research with the aim to grow the
project’s research base globally.

Athena has invited anyone in the
form of industry partners who would
like to get involved to contact her on
athena.strauss@gmail.com to setup
a meeting with her supervisors,
(Head of the Centre of
Bioprocess Engineering Research
in the Chemical Engineering
Department at UCT or the
Deputy Vice-Chancellor
of Research and
Innovation at UCT.)

Additionally, Athena was shortlisted for Best Presenter

We salute your work Athena!

Katelyn Burrows (2011)
was admitted as an attorney in the Western
Cape High Court on 2 August 2019.
The following week she started a new
position at Cognia Law as a Legal Associate.
Congratulations, Katelyn!

Nicky Arnoldi nee Simpson (1997)
and husband, Mike, welcomed their first son,
Daniel on 8 August 2019
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Lerato Motsamai (1993)

In September,
and her team held
their 5th Girlignite Africa Summit, themed "IGNITE AFRICA: Dream big
but don't forget the basics". It was a real African affair, celebrating
cultures, cuisine, indigenous games and 54 African nations with
additional legs being held in Port Elizabeth and Harare, Zimbabwe.
As an Alumni of the 2018 Fortune (US Department of State Global
Woman Mentoring Programme), Lerato was selected as a winner of the
$25,000 Alumni Engagement Innovation Fund for her proposal on the
empowerment and economic advancement of girls and women. Michael
McCarthy, Consul General of the US Consulate in Johannesburg, stated,
“We are so pleased to support the Girlignite Africa Summit in South
Africa. This programme provides exactly the kind of skills training that
will increase women’s global labour force participation and advancement in the workplace – a key pillar of the White House
Women’s Global Development and Prosperity.”
“I am grateful for this award that'll have a direct impact on 580 African
girls and young women,” says Lerato. To learn more about Girlignite
Africa programme visit: www.girlignite.org

Lerato, right, with Jennifer Bullock, Public Affairs Officer:
US Mission in South Africa

A fun share from

Lauren Mitchell nee Behr

“20+ years of incredible friendship, all starting at St Mary’s DSG

Megan Grové nee Johnson (2010)
married Pieter at Bellwood in the Midlands on 27 July 2019

Lauren Cullen nee Gifford (2008) and
husband, Craig welcomed their first child, Kate on 29 August.

(Matric 2008). Four babes in the space of five months!”
Joshua (2 weeks) son of Tracey Montgomery nee Burford,
Kate (2 months) daughter of Lauren Cullen nee Gifford,
Chloe (2.5 months) daughter of Lara Stafford nee Benham,
Jeremy (4 months) son of Lauren Mitchell nee Behr.
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Michelle Weinrich nee
Ross-Elliott (2000) and husband,
Steve, welcomed identical twin daughters,
Hannah Faith and Lia Grace on 29 March
2019. Living in Chicago, USA, Michelle works
for Mars Wrigley Confectionery (makers of
M&M's, Snickers, Skittles etc.) and leads the
Shopper Insights team for North America.
The couple have been married for 9 years
and had a long journey of infertility.
“They (Hannah and Lia) are our miracle
babies and we feel so blessed to be their
parents,” says Michelle.

Jenna Ronaldson nee Madsen
(2005) and husband, Greg, welcomed their
second son, Nate, born on 18 August 2019.
Just 2 weeks later Nate received a little
cousin, Tyla Grace, first daughter to

Kelly Reed nee Madsen (2007)
and husband JJ on 2 September 2019

Collette Roetz nee Johnson (2007)
married Matthew on Friday, 31 May 2019 at Cavalli Wine & Stud Farm,
Stellenbosch. To add to her exciting year Collette, who is Director of Media
Solutions at specialist agency Silverstone Group, took home a Smarties Award at
the MMA (Mobile Media Association) 2019 Annual Smarties Awards. The awards
were held at Montecasino on 30 October where, together with her team, Collette
received Bronze for the Lead Gen/Direct response/Conversions category for their
client DGC Saints Wine. “Well done to everyone in the industry for all of your
incredible achievements! The competition was tough!” she said.
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Gwen Strachan nee
McLeod who matriculated
in 1937 celebrated her 98th
birthday last month!
According to our records,
Gwen is our oldest Old Girl,
she has even been able to
watch her granddaughter,
Sarah matriculate from St
Mary’s nearly 80 years after
she did.
Thank you to her family for
sharing this lovely picture of
a special Old Girl indeed…

Old Girls making the pages of KZN based,
GetIt Magazines in the month of August
alone! We try to share any printed media/
Old Girl news we come across.
Please let us know if you spot any
around the globe!

Happy birthday
Gwen!
Pat Olivier (Honorary Old Girl and
Archivist) enjoyed a visit at the end of July from
Philippa Kerr and Sarah Montgomery nee
Hobbs (both 2002) The girls were the first to visit the
St Mary’s Archives at their new premises. We welcome our Old
Girls to join us for a cup of tea on a Tuesday morning and

visit the lovely Archives.
Please also get in touch if you have any stories,
memorabilia or photos, etc. to share.

OBITUARIES

Susan Brown nee Rennie (1971)
7 April 1955 - 14 August 2019
It is with great sadness that the family of Sue
Brown (Soonie) notified all who knew her of
Sue’s death on Wednesday, 14 August, after
six years of bravely fighting cancer. Sister to
Marion, Emma and Vicki, all four Rennie
girls attended St Mary’s, Sue being born at a
time when the family lived in the house
“Trevanian” next to St Mary’s. Sue was a dear
daughter, sister, wife, mother and grandmother,
and
was
highly
regarded as an educator in
Namibia. She was the founding
director of Combretum Trust
School, which allows opportunities for children from all financial
and educational backgrounds to
obtain quality education in small
classes with quality teachers. This
school has improved educational
opportunities for young Namibians
since 2002.

